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in history, if we except Buckingham and Gaveston,
ever wielded so much influence over a monarch,
and it was not long after this that Wolsey was
issuing letters over the royal signet of which the
master was not even aware.

Wolsey, however, was playing a dangerous
game, the danger of which never seemed to be
present to his mind. For, although he had
colleagues in the Counsel, he had no friends with
whom he could share his confidences. He dis-
dained the Lords and the Commons alike, and
was entirely dependent on the friendship of the
King. As he rose in power, enemies rose up
against him ; and as he usurped one office after
another, so one rival after another joined their
ranks- The King had come to be almost help-
lessly dependent upon him ; and he never cared
to share the responsibility with anybody else.
Perhaps it was this total lack of insight which
kept him from seeing the hatred which some of
those courtly faces masked. Be that as it may, he
ever lived for the moment, and he basked in the
full blaze of royal favour without an apparent
qualm. There were even those who accused him
of witchcraft,1 so completely did he fascinate the
King.

Not only would they play games together,
laugh over goblets of wine, and entertain each
other at banquets, but Henry would return from
some hunt or other athletic exploit and call for

1 An Impeachment of Wakey (Funuvall, Ballade, from MS. i).